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; . By Fred Farris?”

i Stajf Writer. |

] WASHINGTON, Aug. = 30—
Author Leon, Urls, whose new

novel "Topaz” concerns Soviet

s espionage penetration of the

-« French government, said today.

! that events in recent weeks bore

-+ out the contention that Moscow

, was helping shape French gov-

- [ ernment policy.

"“General de Gaulle {5 getting
. some bpretty bad information
from those around him,” the

American writer said in a tele-

phone interview.
“His personal
- being distorted and played upon.

.| as an instrument, playing on

passions ave | .

The Communists are using him .'
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exlstence,of Topaz. The Umt-
ed States has learned of
the Soviet-French operations

official who defected to. the}l.
United States.,

The warning 'is rejected by .
.Presldent la Croix after hef
orders his own allegedly sub-
verted secret service to In-
vestigate and .receives its report

‘that it was & Soviet-American
ho..x ' k2

(Informed “hu t" unorficial'

'American sources confirmed’ the "
¢ existence of a Soviet defector to !
the United States who answers -

1in the novel.)

through a Russian intelligence|.

..the description of the intormex'
.| “will outrage many Frenchmen .

FArCIY, FUGd

"P.. ums, waau

.an end to French persecution
of Communlsts,

ceptance of this deal was spur-
‘red by the cavaller treatment .
. glven the French hero by Amer= |
{can and British wartime leads |
-ers. The novel portrays Gen, ;

. La. Croix s a vain, proud, self-
1ssured leader who is confident -

s he ean control the Communists :
to his own sadvantage. It ap=- '
' | pears to suggest his later refusal |
“to believe that his government
‘was riddled with Communist.
"agents stems from this con-.
ﬁdence, :
Mr, Urls s aware his novel

Eh

In the novel, Lo Crolx’s ace ': ‘

i The book also descrlbes 8 sub- \——both in and out of governs '
jsection of the “Secret Opera-.;ment, He isconvinced, however, |
j tlons” group under the French . . that—aside from the” fictjonallz~ :

his violent Anglo-American pho-1 4
bia." k

Mr, Uris, speakmg from his o
home in Aspen, Colo, sald he:. r.
had been rellably m.oxmed that "« °

: ice (SDECE). This-
Leon ’Uns/ Secret Service

subgroup allegedly uses Frencl:_' i encounters—his book represem.s .
Qu

June caused him to believe the

g
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u French Foreign Ministry's offi- -
cial: -spokesman for comment as’:
‘ soon as' Mr. Uris's ‘observations.”

| a xnown French Commtinist—a !

Canada-based  diplomat —was .,
briefing Gen. de Gaulle durmgl

Quebec separatrsts created sharp
I frictions between Paris and the
"+ Canadian, govemment ‘

Mr, Urls, whose best-uelllng
« novels include “Exodus” and
- “Battle Cry,” also said that Gen,

\

“stand .oh the six-day war ia

“French leader’s .thinking was’
snaped by pro-Soviet influences.

effort to " reach the

", were known here was unsuccess-

';,Iull

‘h.
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Neither the State Department
nor  the <Central Intelligence
Agency would comment on the.’
. explosiye allegations contained
in Mr., Urls’s book. - ' :

"But admtnistratlon sources.
. said that the U.S. intelligence’
i services are reluctant to enter
- “into too close relations” with
« French mtelligence because of
+# the large number /of Commu-

his controversial viszttoQuebec,, .‘
..The ernch leader's prai.se of

S
i

‘de Gaulle's pro-Ara.b anti-Israeh'-l;- Organization and the De Gaulle

-\ government- who, according to

+ French policy, = -7

other Western nations’™
zligence services, .
The new novel 1s schcduled

intel-

Ior October pubucation by Mc-

. serialized ‘by “Look” magazine, @

-The title is -the code nameé as-
-!nsigned in the novel to a Soviet- !
! directed network of Frenchmen':

. in the North "Atlantic Treaty

» the book, have not only passed
i alhance military secrets to -Mos-
,- cow’ but subtly maneuvered ‘

The author said: “I am not
making any accusations about '
anybody ‘in the French governs

! ment or the French Secret Serv~

- ce.” And many of- the names

" assigried principal’ characters—

© such as the president of France,
“Gen. Plerre la Cx'oix"—are fic~ .
‘tionalized. b

But Mr,  Urls added. that “to

‘points described in the novel
are authentic: .

O France was preparing in
. 1963 a highly secret military-
. industrial espionage operatlon.

usmg French exthange scien- |

Ttists In America, agalnst. the
¢ United States,

. } interests,

~© Moscow - dlrected French.

-f mcn ("Topaz") were in strategle”

T posts -in NATO, the ¥French

. f' Secret Sérvice and in the gov-
o emment

In’ tae ‘novel, a - character

Appraverf@sm%ezmm

', modeled. on President’ Kennedy

Was - said Was ghared by many.‘

.f- a.f fair—the

Graw Hill but is now' being.!

I’ the best of my knowledge” from -
+"informed sources the following

Moscow intended |
: to use this network in its own |

underworld flgures to Gasry
kidnappings, Dbeatings
klllings.
" Mr. Uris said the Ben Barka !
disappearance of |
‘Moroccan opposition leade r
~Mehdi Ben Barka at the hands |
.of Moroccan and French cloak= '
‘and-dagger agents — showed !
l»that “the French Secret Serv~
{ce is pretty shaky,”
!+~ In the movel, the Soviet#
‘“defector explains that, because .
j“breaking the NATO shield has
i“top priority” in Moscow, his
iimission as head of anti-NATO
operations was to “Ind the -

Tnl

and -

aweak link” In the alliance, “It.

Hs France,” he tells the Frehch:
' Intelligence  officer. “Here
Ywhere we have concentrated our |
efforts,”

France Is ‘Weak Link’

Mr. Uris's novel traces Soviet
influence
| War' II .French government;
i from’a Communist offer to ac-
vept La Crolx’s .authority . as
leader of France in exchange

v for- Communist represcutation.

on -“any national- committees,”
nqual treatment for Commumsts'
rn tho tancs:

i8

“ing .of some personalities: and’ !

guthentie recent history: .

“Took” magazine said m a |

. foreword to the first Installment
. of the novel that it was depart.
i ing Iror? “Its long-established .
policy © !
riction”  because,” while fiction,
; jnany of. " the, ‘hook’s mcldenu;
‘“ware based upon fact”:

;;- While a Dutch and Germen -
}tmn.slatlon of - “Topaz” are in’
preparation for autumn publis .
g cation, efforts to find a French .
i publisher. so. tar haye been; un~ -
" suceessfulll b et 0
NI Y ¢ AN Uris,.noting" this, gid' o
"In the' event” that ‘freedom of
.the press i3 not: honored in’
«+ France’. now, I. would suzgest
-that - American "-tourlsts to
! Prance-take: & cOpy. Wi thom-
‘|&nd J,G&Vewit.&hﬁmd, A.ﬁ.,d \1 ‘.:’-
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in the post-World::/Edemey

publishing only none [’




